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MINUTES 

FOR THE ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 

HELD AT 5:08PM 23 APRIL 2026 IN THE  

SHIRE OF LAVERTON COUNCIL CHAMBERS  

1. DECLARATION OF OPENING 

Cr Patrick Hill, Shire President, declared the meeting open at 5:08pm and 
read out the: 

DISCLAIMER 

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Laverton 
for any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during this 
meeting. 

It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this 
meeting and should only rely on written confirmation of Council's decision, 
which will be provided within fourteen (14) days of this meeting. 

2. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

2.1 PRESENT 

Cr P Hill Shire President 

Cr S Weldon Deputy Shire President (via Teams) 

Cr R Wedge Councillor (from 5:26pm) 

 Cr P Ovans Councillor  

 Cr M Pedder Councillor 

 Cr R Weldon Councillor 

 Cr B Conway-Cox Councillor 

 Mrs J Hawkins Acting Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

2.2 APOLOGIES 

 Mr P Kerp  Manager of Works and Services 
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2.3 LEAVE OF ABSENCE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED 

 Nil 

  

2.4 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Nil 

 

3 PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC FORUM (QUESTION TIME) 

INCLUDING DEPUTATIONS/PETITIONS & PRESENTATIONS 

Nil  
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4 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST (IN ACCORDANCE WITH DIVISION 6 AND SECTIONS 

5.57 TO 5.73 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1995) 

COUNCILLOR/OFFICER ITEM NATURE OF INTEREST HOW MANAGED 

  o FINANCIAL 

o INDIRECT  

FINANCIAL 

o PROXIMITY 

o CLOSELY 

ASSOCIATED 

PERSONS 

o VERBAL 

DISCLOSURE 

o WRITTEN 

DISCLOSURE 

o LEFT MEETING 

    

    

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES (INCLUDES COMMITTEE AND ORDINARY MEETINGS) 

5.1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 19 

MARCH 2026  

 

RESOLUTION                                                                                   COUNCIL DECISION 

BUSINESS ARISING 

 

CORRECTIONS 

 

 

MOVED: Cr P Ovans SECONDED: Cr B Conway-Cox 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 19 March 2026, be 

confirmed as a true and correct record of proceedings noting any changes and 

receiving the listing of Council Recommendations from previous meetings. 

CARRIED 6/0 

For: Cr P Hill, Cr R Weldon, Cr M Pedder, Cr S Weldon, Cr P Ovans,                               

Cr B Conway-Cox  
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6 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDING MEMBER WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

6.1 PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

 

 Cr Patrick Hill tabled his President’s report (attachment OMC230426.6.1.A)  

 

RESOLUTION                                                                                               COUNCIL DECISION  

 

MOVED: Cr R Weldon SECONDED: Cr M Pedder 

That the President’s report tabled, be received. 

CARRIED 6/0 

For: Cr P Hill, Cr R Weldon, Cr M Pedder, Cr S Weldon, Cr P Ovans,                               

Cr B Conway-Cox  

  

  

6.2 OTHER MEMBERS’ REPORTS 

 

A verbal update was received from Cr Paul Ovans regarding the break ins at 

the playgroup, hall and new hospital buildings on 22 April 2026. 4 are being 

questioned.  

 

RESOLUTION                                                                                      COUNCIL DECISION 

MOVED: Cr R Weldon SECONDED: Cr M Pedder 

That the Elected Member’s Verbal Report from Cr(s) Paul Ovans  be received.  

 

CARRIED 6/0 

For: Cr P Hill, Cr R Weldon, Cr M Pedder, Cr S Weldon, Cr P Ovans,                               

Cr B Conway-Cox  
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7 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

 

7.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD 

ENDING 31 MARCH 2026 

 

REPORT TO WHICH 

MEETING/COMMITTEE  

Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 23 April 

2026  

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST The author has no financial interest in the 

matter presented to the Council 

OWNER/APPLICANT  Not applicable 

AUTHOR Jackie Hawkins, Acting Chief Executive 

Officer 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Jackie Hawkins, Acting Chief Executive 

Officer 

PREVIOUS MEETING REFERENCE IF 

APPLICABLE  

Monthly presentation of financial 

statements. 

 

MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL 

To accept the monthly Financial Report for the period ending 31 March 2026. 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

OMC230426.7.1.A Monthly Financial Report for the period ending 

31 March 2026 

 

OMC230426.7.1.B  Detailed Schedules of Income & Expenditure for the 

period ending 31 March 2026 

 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 6.4 of the Local Government Act 

1995 and Regulation 34(1) of the Local Government (Financial Management) 

Regulations 1996, rea local government is to prepare each month a  Statement 

of Financial Activity reporting on the revenue and expenditure as set out in the 

Annual Budget each month.  

 

Under the regulations the report must include the following items, 

 

• Annual Budget estimates 

• Budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement 

relates, 

• Actual amounts of expenditure and revenue. 

• Material Variances between budget and actual. 
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• Net current assets. 

• The report is to be accompanied by documents containing an 

explanation of the net current assets, material variances and other 

relevant supporting documentation. 

 

Variances between budgeted and actual expenditure, including the required 

Material Variances of plus or minus 10% and $10,000 (which is the limit set as per 

Council Resolution – OMC210825), should be reported on.  

 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government Act 1995 

 

1.3. Content and intent  

 (2) This Act is intended to result in —  

 (a) better decision-making by local governments; and 

 (b) greater community participation in the decisions and affairs of 

local governments; and 

 (c) greater accountability of local governments to their communities; 

and 

 (d) more efficient and effective local government. 

 (3) In carrying out its functions a local government is to use its best 

endeavours to meet the needs of current and future generations 

through an integration of environmental protection, social 

advancement, and economic prosperity. 

2.7. Role of council  

 (1) The council —  

 (a) governs the local government’s affairs; and 

 (b) is responsible for the performance of the local government’s 

functions. 

 (2) Without limiting subsection (1), the council is to —  

 (a) oversee the allocation of the local government’s finances and 

resources; and 

 (b) determine the local government’s policies. 

3.1. General function 

 (1) The general function of a local government is to provide for the good 

government of persons in its district. 
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 (2) The scope of the general function of a local government is to be 

construed in the context of its other functions under this Act or any other 

written law and any constraints imposed by this Act or any other written 

law on the performance of its functions. 

 (3) A liberal approach is to be taken to the construction of the scope of the 

general function of a local government. 

6.8.   Expenditure from municipal fund not included in annual budget  

  (1)  A local government is not to incur expenditure from its municipal fund 

for an additional purpose except where the expenditure —  

  (a) is incurred in a financial year before the adoption of the annual 

budget by the local government; or  

   (b) is authorised in advance by resolution*; or  

   (c)  is authorised in advance by the mayor or president in an 

emergency. * Absolute majority required. (1a) In subsection (1) — 

additional purpose means a purpose for which no expenditure 

estimate is included in the local government’s annual budget.  

(2)  Where expenditure has been incurred by a local government —  

(a)  pursuant to subsection (1)(a), it is to be included in the annual 

budget for that financial year; and  

(b)  pursuant to subsection (1)(c), it is to be reported to the next 

ordinary meeting of the council. [Section 6.8 amended: No. 1 of 

1998 s. 19. 

 

Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996  

 “34. Financial activity statement required each month (Act s. 6.4) 

 (1A) In this regulation — 

 committed assets means revenue unspent but set aside under the 

annual budget for a specific purpose. 

 (1) A local government is to prepare each month a statement of financial 

activity reporting on the revenue and expenditure, as set out in the 

annual budget under regulation 22(1)(d), for that month .. 

 (4) A statement of financial activity, and the accompanying documents 

referred to in subregulation (2), are to be — 

 (a) presented at an ordinary meeting of the council within 2 months 

after the end of the month to which the statement relates; and 

 (b) recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented. 
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(5) Each financial year, a local government is to adopt a percentage or 

value,calculated in accordance with the AAS, to be used in 

statements of financial activity for reporting material 

variances” 

6.19. Local government to give notice of fees and charges. 

  If a local government wishes to impose any fees or charges under this 

Subdivision after the annual budget has been adopted it must, before 

introducing the fees or charges, give local public notice of —  

 (a) its intention to do so; and 

 (b) the date from which it is proposed the fees or charges will be 

imposed. 

 

a. 3.57. Tenders for providing goods or 

services. 

 (1) A local government is required to invite tenders before it enters into a 

contract of a prescribed kind under which another person is to supply 

goods or services. 

 (2) Regulations may make provision about tenders. 

 

b. 3.58. Disposing of property 

 (1) In this section —  

 dispose includes to sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of, whether 

absolutely or not; 

 property includes the whole or any part of the interest of a local 

government in property but does not include money. 

 (2) Except as stated in this section, a local government can only dispose of 

property to —  

 (a) the highest bidder at public auction; or 

 (b) the person who at public tender called by the local government 

makes what is, in the opinion of the local government, the most 

acceptable tender, whether or not it is the highest tender. 

 (3) A local government can dispose of property other than under 

subsection (2) if, before agreeing to dispose of the property —  

 (a) it gives local public notice of the proposed disposition —  

 (i) describing the property concerned; and 

 (ii) giving details of the proposed disposition; and 
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 (iii) inviting submissions to be made to the local government 

before a date to be specified in the notice, being a date 

not less than 2 weeks after the notice is first given; 

  and 

 (b) it considers any submissions made to it before the date specified 

in the notice and, if its decision is made by the council or a 

committee, the decision and the reasons for it are recorded in the 

minutes of the meeting at which the decision was made. 

 (4) The details of a proposed disposition that are required by 

subsection (3)(a)(ii) include —  

 (a) the names of all other parties concerned; and 

 (b) the consideration to be received by the local government for the 

disposition; and 

 (c) the market value of the disposition —  

 (i) as ascertained by a valuation carried out not more than 

6 months before the proposed disposition; or 

 (ii) as declared by a resolution of the local government on the 

basis of a valuation carried out more than 6 months before 

the proposed disposition that the local government 

believes to be a true indication of the value at the time of 

the proposed disposition. 

 (5) This section does not apply to —  

 (a) a disposition of an interest in land under the Land Administration 

Act 1997 section 189 or 190; or 

 (b) a disposition of property in the course of carrying on a trading 

undertaking as defined in section 3.59; or 

 (c) anything that the local government provides to a particular person, 

for a fee or otherwise, in the performance of a function that it has 

under any written law; or 

 (d) any other disposition that is excluded by regulations from the 

application of this section. 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS 

Leadership Objective – Responsible financial management and governance, 

leading an empowered community. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no policy implications to this report. 

 

 



Shire of Laverton Unconfirmed Minutes 

Ordinary Meeting of Council – 23 April 2026  Page 13 
 

 
 

Shire of Laverton OMC230426 Unconfirmed Minutes 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The December Budget Review was adopted on the 19 February 2026 with all 

noted changes made. in this section of the report any changes will be noted 

with reference back to either the statutory or schedules of the reporting 

attachments. There are currently no changes to report. 

CONSULTATION 

Nil for this report 

 

RISK MANAGEMENT  

As the Council is meeting its reporting requirements, the risk is considered Low. 

 
 

COMMENT 

The Financial Statements are as of the 31 March 2026 and are reflective of the 

works undertaken to date.  

 

It is noted that on Note 2 – Explanation of Material Variances that variances are 

caused by the budget figures not being aligned with what actually happens. 

The process of ensuring minimum timing differences is time consuming but  

improvements to the process will start with the 2026-27 Annual Budget. 

 

The financial statements are currently showing that Council has collected 93.6% 

of outstanding rates which is a great position to be in. 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS 

Simple majority decision of Council required. 
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RESOLUTION                                                                                 COUNCIL DECISION 

 

 

MOVED: Cr M Pedder SECONDED: Cr B Conway-Cox 

 

 

That Council receive: 

 

The Monthly Financial Management Report including the Statement of 

Financial Activity for the period ending 31 March 2026 as shown in 

attachments OMC230426.7.1.A and OMC230426.7.1.B 

 

 

                                                                                    CARRIED 6/0 

 

For: Cr P Hill, Cr R Weldon, Cr M Pedder, Cr S Weldon, Cr P Ovans,                               

Cr B Conway-Cox  
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7.2 ACCOUNTS PAID AS OF 31 MARCH 2026 

 

REPORT TO WHICH 

MEETING/COMMITTEE  

Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 23 April 

2026  

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST The author has no financial interest in the 

matter presented to the Council 

OWNER/APPLICANT  Not applicable 

AUTHOR Jackie Hawkins, Acting Chief Executive 

Officer 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Jackie Hawkins, Acting Chief Executive 

Officer 

PREVIOUS MEETING REFERENCE IF 

APPLICABLE  

Not Applicable 

 

MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL 

The presentation and list of accounts paid in March 2026 in accordance with 

Council Delegation 21.   

ATTACHMENTS 

OMC230426.7.2.A Accounts Paid Listing  

OMC230426.7.2.B Credit Card Statements  

BACKGROUND 

Pursuant to Section 5.42 of the Local Government Act 1995, Council has resolved 

to delegate to the Chief Executive Officer the authority to make payments from 

the municipal and trust funds. 

As a result of this delegation there is a requirement under the Local Government 

(Financial Management) Regulations 1996 – Reg 13(3) for a list of payments to 

be prepared and presented to Council. Ther list of accounts paid for the period 

1 March 2026 and 31 March 2026 is presented as attachment OMC230426.7.2.A 

and credit card payments in attachment OMC230426.7.2.B and is summarised 

in the table below. 

Bank Payment Description Amount 

Municipal Direct Debit Transactions $286,889.32 

Municipal  Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)  $2,793,861.26 

Municipal Corporate Credit Cards $27,600.00 

Trust Direct Debit Transactions $5,208.10 

Total Payments $3,113,558.68 
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Reimbursement Applications 

There have been reimbursements of $395.67 claimed and 3 leave days taken by 

the Acting Chief Executive Officer during the month of March 2026. 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996) 

Reg. 13(3) – A list prepared under sub regulation (1) or (2) is to be presented 

to council at the next ordinary meeting of the council after the 

list is prepared; and  

Recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 

STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS 

Leadership Objective: Responsible financial management and governance, 

leading an empowered community. 

4.2.2 Comply with statutory and legislative requirements.  

4.2.2.1 Seek a high level of legislative compliance in organisational practices 

and effective internal controls. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Council has no policies in respect to this matter. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The recommendation of this report has no financial implications for Council. 
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RISK MANAGEMENT  

The risks identified as part of this report being inaccurate information is mitigated 

by Council receiving financial statements on a monthly basis and in the form 

that is in accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 and associated 

regulations in the format called Statutory Reporting  and is considered Low Risk. 

 
CONSULTATION 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 

COMMENT 

Council is requested to receive the list of accounts paid by the Acting Chief 

Executive Officer and the list of any work-related expenses/reimbursements 

submitted by the ActingChief Executive Officer. 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS 

Simple majority decision of Council required. 
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  RESOLUTION                                                                                        COUNCIL DECISION  

MOVED: Cr M Pedder SECONDED: Cr B Conway-Cox 

That Council receive: 

1. the attached List of Payments for the period ending 31 March 2026. 

 

2. the attached Credit Card Statements paid in March 2026 

 

3. with respect to the Acting Chief Executive Officer authorisations and 

reporting to Council; 

3.1 Reimbursement applications made by the Acting Chief Executive Officer 

for the period ending 31 March 2026. 

 

                                                                                  CARRIED 6/0 

 

For: Cr P Hill, Cr R Weldon, Cr M Pedder, Cr S Weldon, Cr P Ovans, Cr B Conway-Cox  
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7.3 ATTENDANCE TO THE 2026 DIGGERS AND DEALERS MINING FORUM 

 

 

REPORT TO WHICH 

MEETING/COMMITTEE  

Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 23 

April 2026  

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST The author has no financial interest in 

the matter presented to the Council 

OWNER/APPLICANT  Not applicable 

AUTHOR Tamara Hill, Executive Assistant  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Jackie Hawkins, Acting Chief Executive 

Officer  

PREVIOUS MEETING REFERENCE IF 

APPLICABLE  

Ordinary Meeting of Council, 19 March 

2026  
 

MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL 

For Council to consider the attendance of Cr Rex Weldon at the Diggers and 

Dealers Mining Forum scheduled to be held in Kalgoorlie from Monday 3 August 

2026 to Wednesday 5 August 2026, inclusive.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

OMC230426.7.3.A 2026 Diggers and Dealers Mining Forum Programme 

OMC230426.7.3.B Attendance at Events Policy  

 

BACKGROUND 

The Attendance at Events Policy allows for up to 4 elected members to attend 

on a rotational basis. Cr Paul Ovans was authorised to attend the Diggers and 

Dealers Mining Forum at the Ordinary Meeting of Council, 19 March 2026. 

The approximate cost to attend the conference is set out below, and falls within 

the conference and travel expenses: 

Conference $2,250 

Total  $2,250 

 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

Local Government Act 1995 

Section 2.7(2) – Provides that Council is to oversee the allocation of local 

government finances and resources and to determine the 

local government policies. 

Section 3.1 – Provides that the general function of the local government is 

to provide for the good government of persons in its district. 
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Section 5.99 -  Annual fee for council members in lieu of feeds for attending 

meetings. 

STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS  

Leadership Objective: Responsible financial management and governance, 

leading an empowered community. 

4.1.1   Provide informed leadership on behalf of the community 

4.1.1.1  Provide opportunities for training and development for 

elected members. 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Attendance at Events Policy (attachment OMC230426.7.3.B) 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The recommendation of this has an estimated cost of $2,250. 

Accounts: 

2040119 Conference Expenses   

RISK MANAGEMENT  

The risk is considered low as is following policy.  

 
CONSULTATION 

Nil  

 

COMMENT 

As the Council is aware, the economic development emerging from the 

Laverton Shire Council exceeds $5 billion in the mining industry with mining being 

a major rate contributor at 94%. 



Shire of Laverton Unconfirmed Minutes 

Ordinary Meeting of Council – 23 April 2026  Page 22 
 

 
 

Shire of Laverton OMC230426 Unconfirmed Minutes 
 

The Council should be at the forefront of mining and support the various mining 

companies who are mining within the Shire Council area. 

 

For early bird registrations purposes, it is appropriate to seek authorisation as 

early as possible to ensure attendance of Cr Rex Weldon. 

 

Council authorised Cr Paul Ovans to attend at is Ordinary Meeting of Council, 

19 March 2026 but with no accommodation available Cr Ovans has decided 

not to attend. 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS 

Simple majority decision of Council required. 

 

RESOLUTION                                                                                     COUNCIL DECISION 

 

MOVED:  Cr M Pedder    SECONDED: Cr P Ovans 

 

That Council: 

1. Authorises Cr Rex Weldon to attend the Diggers and Dealers Mining Forum 

in Kalgoorlie from Monday 3 August 2026 to Wednesday 5 August 2026, 

inclusive in accordance with the Attendance at Events Policy. 

 

2. Approves the costs associated with the attendance of the Diggers and 

Dealers Mining Forum in accordance with Council’s Attendance at Events 

Policy and authorises the Acting Chief Executive Officer to commence 

registration arrangements as required for the event.  

 

 

CARRIED 6/0 

For: Cr P Hill, Cr R Weldon, Cr M Pedder, Cr S Weldon, Cr P Ovans,                               

Cr B Conway-Cox  
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7.4 RECISSION MOTION - CPS 10694/2 AMENDED APPLICATION TO CLEAR 

NATIVE VEGETATION UNDER THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 

1986 – REGIS RESOURCES 

 

 

REPORT TO WHICH 

MEETING/COMMITTEE  

Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 23 

April 2026  

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST The author has no financial interest in 

the matter presented to the Council 

OWNER/APPLICANT  Not applicable 

AUTHOR Jackie Hawkins, Acting Chief Executive 

Officer 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Jackie Hawkins, Acting Chief Executive 

Officer  

PREVIOUS MEETING REFERENCE IF 

APPLICABLE  

Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 19 

March 2026 

 

MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL 

The purpose of this report is for Council to rescind its decision made at its 

Ordinary Council Meeting on 19 March 2026 as changes have been made to 

the clearing permit so that there should be no objections from Council for the 

permit to be granted. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

OMC230426 7.4.A Council Report – 19 March 2026 

OMC230426 7.4.B Council Minutes – 19 March 2026    

 

BACKGROUND 

Council received correspondence from the Department of Energy, Mines, 

Industry, Regulation and Safety regarding an amendment application for a 

permit to clear native vegetation under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 

submitted by Regis Resources.  

After the minutes from the Ordinary Council Meeting held on the 19 March 2026 

were published, staff were contacted by Regis Resources to find out what 

needed to be changed in the application so that Council would have no 

objections to the permit being issued. These changes will be provided in the new 

report that staff have provided Council as part of the OMC230426 Agenda. 
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STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

Local Government Act 1995 

Section 5.25(1)(e) 

Without limiting the generality of section 9.59, regulations may make provision in 

relation to – 

(e) the circumstances and manner in which a decision made at a council or 

a committee meeting may be revoked or changed (which may differ from 

the manner in which the decsion was made) 

 

Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 

10. Revoking or changing decisions (Act s. 5.25(1)(e)) 

(1) If a decision has been made at a council or a committee meeting then any 

motion to revoke or change the decision must be supported — 

 (a) in the case where an attempt to revoke or change the decision had 

been made within 3 months but had failed, by an absolute majority; or 

(b) in any other case, by at least 1/3 of the number of offices (whether 

      vacant or not) of members of the council or committee, 

  

 (1a) Notice of a motion to revoke or change a decision referred to in sub 

regulation (1) is to be signed by members of the council or committee 

numbering at least 1/3 of the number of offices (whether vacant or not) of 

members of the council or committee, inclusive of the mover. 

(2) If a decision is made at a council or committee meeting, any decision to 

revoke or change the decision must be made by an absolute majority. 

(3) This regulation does not apply to the change of a decision unless the effect 

of the change would be that the decision would be revoked or would become 

substantially different. 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS  

Civic Leadership Objective: Responsible financial management and 

governance, leading an empowered community. 

4.1.3 Provide strategic leadership and governance.  

4.1.3.1 Ensure delivery, monitoring, evaluation and reporting of strategic 

planning outcomes. 

4.2.1 Maintain a high level of corporate governance, responsibility and 

accountability 4.2.1.1 Maintain accountability and financial responsibility 

through effective planning. 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no policy implications to this report. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications to this report. 

CONSULTATION 

Nil  

 

RISK MANAGEMENT  

The risk is considered low, as a comment is sort and the approving body is the 

Department of Energy, Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety. 

 
 

COMMENT 

This is a procedural matter to rescind the decision made by Council previously 

on this matter. 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS 

Absolute majority decision of Council required. 
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RESOLUTION                                                                                     COUNCIL DECISION 

 

MOVED:  Cr M Pedder    SECONDED: Cr B Conway-Cox 

 

That Council rescind by Absolute Majority in accordance with Clause 10(2) of 

the Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996, the decision made at 

the 19 March 2026 Ordinary Council Meeting: 

 

“That Council: 

Advises the Department of Energy, Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety that 

they have no comments or objections to clearing permit CPS 10694/2 for Regis 

Resources Limited at their Duketon Gold Project on Mining Leases and 

Miscellaneous Licences, on the condition at the road reserve for Bandya Road 

is not to be disturbed in any activities during the planned operations.” 

 

 

CARRIED 6/0 

For: Cr P Hill, Cr R Weldon, Cr M Pedder, Cr S Weldon, Cr P Ovans,                               

Cr B Conway-Cox  
 

 

  

https://cps.dwer.wa.gov.au/main.html#%5B%7B%22xclass%22%3A%22app.proposal.List%22%2C%22pid%22%3A13576%2C%22id%22%3A%22app-proposal-list-13576%22%7D%2C%7B%22xclass%22%3A%22app.proposal.ProposalTab%22%2C%22pid%22%3A13576%2C%22id%22%3A%22app-proposal-proposaltab-13576%22%7D%2C%7B%22xclass%22%3A%22app.proposal.Main%22%2C%22pid%22%3A13576%2C%22id%22%3A%22app-proposal-main-13576%22%7D%2C%7B%22xclass%22%3A%22app.permit.PermitTab%22%2C%22pid%22%3A13576%2C%22id%22%3A%22app-permit-permittab-13576%22%7D%2C%7B%22xclass%22%3A%22app.permit.Main%22%2C%22oid%22%3A13576%2C%22id%22%3A%22app-permit-main-13576%22%7D%2C%7B%22xclass%22%3A%22app.Content%22%7D%5D
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7.5 CPS 10694/2 AMENDED APPLICATION TO CLEAR NATIVE VEGETATION 

UNDER THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986 – REGIS 

RESOURCES 

 

 

REPORT TO WHICH 

MEETING/COMMITTEE  

Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 23 

April 2026  

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST The author has no financial interest in 

the matter presented to the Council 

OWNER/APPLICANT  Not applicable 

AUTHOR Jackie Hawkins, Acting Chief Executive 

Officer 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Jackie Hawkins, Acting Chief Executive 

Officer  

PREVIOUS MEETING REFERENCE IF 

APPLICABLE  
Item 7.5 OMC190326 

 

MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNIL 

To determine whether Council has any comments in regard to the amending of 

clearing permit CPS 10694/2 as shown under background.  

 

BACKGROUND 

The Department of Energy, Mines, Industry, Regulation and Safety has received 

the following amendment application for a permit to clear native vegetation 

under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (the Act): 

  

Advertisement Date  

 10/03/2026 

   

I consider that you may have a direct interest in the subject matter of the 

application and invite your comment on the proposal. After having taken into 

account any comments received and subject to sections 51O and 51P of the 

Act, I shall either grant the amended clearing permit (including any specified 

conditions) or refuse to grant the amendment. 

  

Attached are maps indicating the amended application area. 

  

Please forward your submission within 21 days from the advertising date stated 

above, quoting the provided CPS number to nvab@dmpe.wa.gov.au  

OR 

mailto:nvab@dmirs.wa.gov.au
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Resource and Environmental Compliance Division, Department of Mines, 

Petroleum and Exploration, 100 Plain St, EAST PERTH WA 6004. 

  

If you have any further queries regarding this matter, please contact Native 

Vegetation Team, at nvab@dmpe.wa.gov.au or 9222 0951. 

 

Regis Resources have contacted staff requesting a review of the permit and 

what would be required for Council to support the application. 

 

On reviewing the map of the proposed clearing permit, it showed that Old 

Laverton Road was not located in the actual road reserve and that the permit 

encroached on that road reserve. After discussions between Regis and Shire 

staff it was determined to re-align the permit area and that is shown as the red 

dotted line in the picture below, well away from Old Laverton Road. 

 

 
 

There will need to be some roadworks that Shire staff will manage when they 

build the proposed Mine Access Road where it joins Old Laverton Road. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

OMC230426.7.5.A Correspondance  

OMC230426.7.5.B Photomap  

OMC230426.7.5.C Natmap 

mailto:nvab@dmirs.wa.gov.au
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STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government Act 1995 

1.3. Content and intent  

 (2) This Act is intended to result in —  

 (a) better decision-making by local governments; and 

 (b) greater community participation in the decisions and affairs of 

local governments; and 

 (c) greater accountability of local governments to their communities; 

and 

 (d) more efficient and effective local government. 

 (3) In carrying out its functions a local government is to use its best 

endeavours to meet the needs of current and future generations 

through an integration of environmental protection, social 

advancement, and economic prosperity. 

2.7. Role of council  

 (1) The council —  

 (a) governs the local government’s affairs; and 

 (b) is responsible for the performance of the local government’s 

functions. 

 (2) Without limiting subsection (1), the council is to —  

 (a) oversee the allocation of the local government’s finances and 

resources; and 

 (b) determine the local government’s policies. 

3.1. General function 

 (1) The general function of a local government is to provide for the good 

government of persons in its district. 

 (2) The scope of the general function of a local government is to be 

construed in the context of its other functions under this Act or any other 

written law and any constraints imposed by this Act or any other written 

law on the performance of its functions. 

 (3) A liberal approach is to be taken to the construction of the scope of the 

general function of a local government. 

5.56. Planning for the future 

 (1) A local government is to plan for the future of the district. 
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 (2) A local government is to ensure that plans made under subsection (1) 

are in accordance with any regulations made about planning for the 

future of the district. 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS 

Civic Leadership Objective - A financially strong and knowledgeable Shire, 

leading an empowered community 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no policy implications to this report. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications to this report. 

CONSULTATION 

Regis Resources 

Manager Works & Services 

 

RISK MANAGEMENT  

The risk is considered low, as a commnet is sort and the approving body is the 

Department of Energy, Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety. 

 

. 

 
 

COMMENT 

The Council has an interest in protecting and making comment where 

appropriate and the final determination will be made by the respective state 

government departments.  
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The concern for Council is if there is any impact on the Council road network.  

 

The recommendation reflects that there is no impact upon the Council’s road 

network as the proposed clearing is to be carried out in an existing mining area.  

 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS 

Simple majority decision of Council required. 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION                                                                                    COUNCIL DECISION 

 

MOVED: Cr B Conway-Cox SECONDED: Cr P Ovans 

 

That Council: 

 

Advises the Department of Energy, Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety that 

they have no objections to the amended clearing permit CPS 10694/2 for Regis 

Resources Limited at their Duketon Gold Project on Mining Leases and 

Miscellaneous Licences as per attached documents and discussions held with 

Shire staff.  

 

CARRIED 6/0 

 

For: Cr P Hill, Cr R Weldon, Cr M Pedder, Cr S Weldon, Cr P Ovans,                               

Cr B Conway-Cox  

 

 

  

https://cps.dwer.wa.gov.au/main.html#%5B%7B%22xclass%22%3A%22app.proposal.List%22%2C%22pid%22%3A13576%2C%22id%22%3A%22app-proposal-list-13576%22%7D%2C%7B%22xclass%22%3A%22app.proposal.ProposalTab%22%2C%22pid%22%3A13576%2C%22id%22%3A%22app-proposal-proposaltab-13576%22%7D%2C%7B%22xclass%22%3A%22app.proposal.Main%22%2C%22pid%22%3A13576%2C%22id%22%3A%22app-proposal-main-13576%22%7D%2C%7B%22xclass%22%3A%22app.permit.PermitTab%22%2C%22pid%22%3A13576%2C%22id%22%3A%22app-permit-permittab-13576%22%7D%2C%7B%22xclass%22%3A%22app.permit.Main%22%2C%22oid%22%3A13576%2C%22id%22%3A%22app-permit-main-13576%22%7D%2C%7B%22xclass%22%3A%22app.Content%22%7D%5D
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Cr Rob Wedge joined the meeting at 5:26pm 

7.6 STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 2025-2035 

 

REPORT TO WHICH 

MEETING/COMMITTEE  

Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 23 

April 2026  

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST The author has no financial interest in 

the matter presented to the Council 

OWNER/APPLICANT  Not applicable 

AUTHOR Jackie Hawkins, Acting Chief Executive 

Officer 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Jackie Hawkins, Acting Chief Executive 

Officer  

PREVIOUS MEETING REFERENCE IF 

APPLICABLE  

Ordinary Meeting of Council, 19 March 

2026  
 

MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL 

That Council adopt the  Strategic Community Plan(SCP)  2025-2035 as attached. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

OMC230426.7.6.A Strategic Community Plan 

 

BACKGROUND 

It is a requirement for local governments to have a Strategic Community Plan 

that covers a 10-year period. The  SCP must be reviewed at least once every 4 

years. This is a legislative review, and the document meets the requirements of 

the Local Government Act and Administration Regulations.  

 

This is a full review that has incorporated the community feedback from the 

Strategic Planning Sessions held during April and May 2025. Actions from the SCP 

will be incorporated in future annual budgets for consideration by Council. 

 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

Local Government Act 1995 

1.3. Content and intent  

 (2) This Act is intended to result in —  

 (a) better decision-making by local governments; and 

 (b) greater community participation in the decisions and affairs of 

local governments; and 

 (c) greater accountability of local governments to their communities; 

and 
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 (d) more efficient and effective local government. 

 (3) In carrying out its functions a local government is to use its best 

endeavours to meet the needs of current and future generations 

through an integration of environmental protection, social 

advancement, and economic prosperity. 

2.7. Role of council  

 (1) The council —  

 (a) governs the local government’s affairs; and 

 (b) is responsible for the performance of the local government’s 

functions. 

 (2) Without limiting subsection (1), the council is to —  

 (a) oversee the allocation of the local government’s finances and 

resources; and 

 (b) determine the local government’s policies. 

3.1. General function 

 (1) The general function of a local government is to provide for the good 

government of persons in its district. 

 (2) The scope of the general function of a local government is to be 

construed in the context of its other functions under this Act or any other 

written law and any constraints imposed by this Act or any other written 

law on the performance of its functions. 

 (3) A liberal approach is to be taken to the construction of the scope of the 

general function of a local government. 

c. 5.56. Planning for the future 

 (1) A local government is to plan for the future of the district. 

 (2) A local government is to ensure that plans made under subsection (1) 

are in accordance with any regulations made about planning for the 

future of the district. 

 

Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 

19C. Strategic community plans, requirements for (Act s. 5.56) 

(1) A local government is to ensure that a strategic community plan is 

made for its district in accordance with this regulation in respect of 

each financial year after the financial year ending 30 June 2013. 

(2) A strategic community plan for a district is to cover the period 
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  specified in the plan, which is to be at least 10 financial years. 

(3) A strategic community plan for a district is to set out the vision, 

  aspirations and objectives of the community in the district. 

(4)  A local government is to review the current strategic community 

  plan for its district at least once every 4 years. 

(5)  In making or reviewing a strategic community plan, a local 

  government is to have regard to — 

   (a)  the capacity of its current resources and the anticipated 

    capacity of its future resources; and 

   (b)  strategic performance indicators and the ways of 

    measuring its strategic performance by the application of 

    those indicators; and 

   (c)  demographic trends. 

(6)  Subject to sub regulation (9), a local government may modify its 

  strategic community plan, including extending the period the plan is 

made in respect of. 

(7)  A council is to consider a strategic community plan, or modifications of 

such a plan, submitted to it and is to determine* whether or not to 

adopt the plan or the modifications. 

  *Absolute majority required. 

(8)   If a strategic community plan is, or modifications of a strategic 

  community plan are, adopted by the council, the plan or 

  modified plan applies to the district for the period specified in 

  the plan. 

(9)  A local government is to ensure that the electors and ratepayers 

  of its district are consulted during the development of a strategic 

  community plan and when preparing modifications of a 

  strategic community plan. 

(10)  A strategic community plan for a district is to contain a description of 

the involvement of the electors and ratepayers of the district in the 

development of the plan or the preparation of modifications of the 

plan. 

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Leadership Objective: Responsible financial management and governance, 

leading an empowered community 

Outcome 4.2 An efficient and effective organisation 

4.2.1 Maintain a high level of corporate governance, responsibility and 

accountability 
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4.2.1.4 Develop and maintain strategic plans 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no policy implications to this report.  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Any financial implications from this report will be included in the Annual Budget 

26-27 Report. 

RISK MANAGEMENT  

The risk is considered low as Council is meeting its statutory requirements.  

 
CONSULTATION 

Nil  

 

COMMENT 

The SCP attached is the result of a full review and meets statutory requirements 

under the Local Government Act 1995 and the Local Government 

(Administration) Regulations 1996. 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS 

Absolute majority decision of Council required. 
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RESOLUTION                                                                                       COUNCIL DECISION 

 

MOVED:  Cr M Pedder    SECONDED: Cr B Conway-Cox 

 

That Council by Absolute Majority: 

1. Adopts the Strategic Community Plan 2025-2035 shown in attachment 

OMC230426.7.6.A in accordance with section 5.56 of the Local 

Government Act 1995 and section 19C of the Local Government 

(Administration) Regulations 1996. 

 

 

CARRIED 7/0  

 

For: Cr P Hill, Cr R Wedge, Cr R Weldon, Cr M Pedder, Cr S Weldon, Cr P Ovans,                               

Cr B Conway-Cox  
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8 NOTICE OF MOTIONS/QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

Nil 

9 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF 

THE MEETING 

Nil  
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10 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 

CLOSURE OF THE MEETING TO DISCUSS CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS UNDER THE PROVISIONS 

OF SECTION 5.23 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1995. 

 

 

11 NEXT MEETING 

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held on Thursday, 21 May 2026 at the 

Shire of Laverton Council Chambers, commencing at 5.00pm 

12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

There being no further business, the President declared the meeting closed at 

5:30pm. 

13 CERTIFICATION 

I, Patrick Hill, hereby certify that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council 

held on 23 April 2026 are confirmed as a true and correct record, as per the 

Council resolution of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 21 May 2026. 

SIGNED: 
 

DATED:  
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